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• This story takes place during the Great Depression which began in October 1929.  It was a very 

hard time for many people. Have you heard any stories about this time about how your own 

family (grandparents or great grandparents) survived during this time? 

• Herman E. Calloway made sure that one member of his band was white. (You may want to peak 

at pages 205 and 206.) Please help us understand why he needed a white man. What do you 

think about this? 

• Bud’s short time with the Amos family is told from his point of view. Imagine that Todd Amos 

was telling you his side of the story. What would he say to you? 

• What are the differences between how an adult and a child think and act? On page four, Bud 

tells us that being an adult starts at age six.   Help us understand why Bud thinks these 

differences start at six years old. 

• On page 43, Bud’s mom told him that when one door closes, another one opens. What did she 

mean by this? Could we think of some examples of this in the story or in real life? 

• Think about the families Bud met in the book: the Amos family, Deza Malone and her mom, Mr. 

Lewis and the Sleets. What is alike about these families and what is different?   

• After being strong all through the story, why does Bud start to cry on page 172? 

• I wonder what you think about Bud’s Rules and Things? Did any of them seem true or helpful to 

you? Did you disagree with any of them? 

• Please name your favorite two or three characters in the story and tell us what you like about 

these people. 

• Please pretend that you are the author and you want to write a sequel to this book. What will 

Bud’s life with his grandfather be like? How will Miss Thomas, the band members, and music 

affect Bud’s future? 

• Using what Bud told us about his mother, how would you describe her? What was important to 

her? 

• What makes a group of people into a family? How is the band like a family and not like a family? 

• Bud tells the band that his mother was old when she died at age 26. Does 26 seem old to you? 

Or what age would you say old starts? 

• Did you see any examples of kindness? 

• Let’s list some examples of quick thinking in this story. 

• Please tell us about something in the story that was funny. 

• If you get this question, I’ll read the description paragraphs on page 54. You get to read the 

funny part that starts at the bottom of page 54. After that, please tell us if you agree with Bud’s 

description of a library? 


