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• What did you think when you read on page 4 about the clothes and money Elizabeth’s aunt 

packed for her for a three week stay at a hotel? 

• What did you think when you read on page 7 about Elizabeth walking alone for a mile and a 

half in snow to the station to catch a 6:20 evening train? 

• Did you see an example of courage in this story? If so, will you please tell us about it? 

• What did you think about the description of Flurschen on page 47? Would you like it? Does 

your family have a favorite recipe for candy or another treat that you’d like to share with us?  

• What did you think of the author’s writing style? Was there anything in the story that you 

thought was especially well-written? 

• Pretend you are staying at Winterhouse for a couple weeks. Who would you make friends 

with first and why? 

• When you read that Freddy didn’t have to check in with Norbridge but Elizabeth did, did 

you imagine a reason why? 

• Please read, or ask someone else to read, the short paragraph on page 99 that begins with 

“Elizabeth quickly replayed….” She brings up an interesting point about time. How does is 

seem to pass at different speeds? 

• Is there a character you admire? If so, please tell us who and why. 

• Please read, or ask someone else to read, the paragraph on page 130 that begins with 

“Elizabeth held her breath….” Do you agree with her? Why or why not? 

• On page 141 Elizabeth is talking it over with Freddy. She says that she doesn’t know what’s 

going on or who to believe. If you were there how would you help her? 

• Please tell us about examples of honesty and dishonesty that you saw in this story. 

• On page 218 Selina gives Elizabeth an invitation to tea. The author tells us that Selena’s face 

is “a mask of kindness.” Please help us understand the difference between a mask of 

kindness and true kindness. 

• Please read, or have someone else read, the last two lines on page 243 and the first two lines 

on page 244. Do you agree with Leona? Is there really such a place? 

• On page 275 Elizabeth thinks that “maybe part of being a friend to Freddy meant respecting 

his interests just as much as pushing her own.” At that point in the story did you think she 

would keep respecting Freddy’s needs? Why or why not? 

• Please tell us what, if anything, the author wanted us to learn from his story. 

 

 


